MAXSELL BLANK FIRING REPLICAS FOR TRAINING

The real Glock 23 (left) is shown next to the Maxsell blank-firing replica (right.)

pistols, but shooting this replica once
sure makes you want to shoot another
magazine through it!

These guns should not be used with
their blank rounds for handgun reten-
tion training. An officer’s hand could
easily be injured by the blast that
comes from the ejection port if
wrestling over control of the gun.
However, the unloaded replica would
be a good alternative to inert plastic
guns that do not have a trigger action.

For RRT or building / room clear-
ing, these replica guns would be excel-
lent training tools. Officers charging
down a school hallway in a diamond
formation, actually firing with loud
reports and ejecting brass, would be
much more realistic than the simple
“click-click” of empty guns. Room
clearing practice at outdoor firing
ranges or a “live-fire shoot house”
have the chance of officers being swept
by live muzzles.

The use of blank firing replicas
would allow techniques to be taught
that do not require bullets to be fired
for accuracy, Also, many police depart-
ments to not have access (due to dis-
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tance or budget) to live-fire shoot
houses or outdoor ranges. Replica
firearms allow the use of regular build-
ings for training.

These Beretta, Glock and Colt repli-
cas retail for $129, $199, and $279
respectively. The full automatic
Beretta was $299. Blank ammunition
is about $29 for a box of 50 rounds.
These replica ﬁr}carms are very well
made, and their prices reflect the excel-
lent build quality. At less than half the
price of duty weapons, a department
could purchase a dozen replicas. The
investment should then provide many
years of service and realistic training.

Steve Tracy is a 20-year police veteran with
18 years af experience as a firearms instruc-
tor. He also is an instructor for tactical
rifles, use of force less-than-lethal force and
scenario based training. He can be reached
at steventracy(@hendonpub,com.
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The real Model 1911 (top) is shown in comparison to the Maxsell blank-firing replilca (bottom).



